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SCIENCE EDUCATION IN EUROPEAN SCHOOLS
Selected Practices from the STELLA Catalogue

CONCLUSIONS

Students are naturally inquisitive and curious about learning how the world works through science. They simply need their natural
enthusiasm to be guided by motivated and inspiring teachers who are ready to use stimulating ICT-based tools and take part in
dynamic European projects. There is no more convincing way to encourage teachers to enhance their science teaching and pupils’
learning by embracing these new methods, than by presenting the views of teachers who are already actively benefiting from doing
s0. So, why use ICT-based tools for science learning? Well, according to the teachers that already do, they:

“are fabulous learning resources that engage young people”
“provide a link with a world the kids know and are confident with”

- “allow students to enjoy themselves while learning, so they learn better and quicker”
(How are digital games used in schools, European Schoolnet, 2009).

The following comments illustrate what teachers perceive to be the benefits of participating in European inquiry-based science
projects, such as Xperimania and Futurenergia:

- “New and exciting opportunities to make science learning fun”
- “Competitions are always a real incentive for young people to immerse themselves in a topic”
- “Contact with other European science teachers and students”
- “Itis satisfying for students to see their work online”
- “Improvement of scientific literacy”
- “Better student relations and teacher-student relations”
- “Attractive learning environments and fun and simple hands-on activities”
- “Encourages creativity, interdisciplinarity and active learning”
(Stories from Xperimania and Futurenergia, European Schoolnet, 2009).

Finally, it is stimulating European projects like STELLA, which aims to collect, catalogue and
disseminate good examples of science education practice, enabling the production of

this eBook, which European Schoolnet together with other key MST education

stakeholders hopes will further the development of innovative methods

and the sharing of experiences among the European science

education community.
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